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FOREWORD

JPPI's sixth Dialogue was led Dr. Shlomo Fischer (Jerusalem) and Dr. John Ruskay
(New York). Rabbi Dr. Dov Maimon, made a significant contribution leading the
meetings in Europe, and Prof. Steven Popper was instrumental in organizing and
conducting the Los Angeles discussion. The four of them are JPPI Senior Fellows.
Adar Schieber, , a JPPI Associate Fellow, coordinated the process.

Israel’s challenge is different from the challenge abroad. The participation of Israeli
Haredim in the IDF and even more significantly in the workforce will have a critical
impact on Israel’s strength in all its aspects. But, as a sovereign state, its political
system is responding to the challenge - for better or worse.

When Jewish leadership and activism is voluntary, as it is in the Diaspora, the
dilemmas are much more complex. Deepening polarization is becoming the
main threat. The development of atomized communities with minimal links and
without common goals and shared responsibilities will almost certainly erode
Jewish identity and influence.

The figures are startling. About a third of US Jewish kids 18 or younger are being raised
in Orthodox households. In the Greater New York area, the number is approaching
two-thirds. Of these, less than a third belong to Modern Orthodox families, which
are traditionally engaged in the broader Jewish community and the general society.

The burden of responsibility for the existential security of the Jewish future has mainly
been shouldered by organizations without a singular religious orientation. These
organizations created the base for Jewish influence in the American society and
endeavored to guaranteed the material well-being of US Jews generally and encouraged
their best and brightest to pursue careers in politics and public service. Their first
loyalty has always been America, but an aspect of Jewish belonging also ensured a
deep sense of responsibility for Jewish communities in need around the world.

No doubt, the Frum community provides, through strict practice, a spiritual and
traditional continuity. In the last decades it has also become more engaged in
the political landscape, but has focused primarily on its own urgent needs. JPPI
detects a challenge presented by the significant growth of the Frum community
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in developing further cooperation for a flourishing and secure Jewish future. This
implies the enhanced Haredi representation not only in Jewish organizations and
the federation system, but also in government and public service. This is the real
effort JPPI is currently investing through a new project aimed at achieving this
enhanced representation.

This year’s Dialogue was the first step — to build trust between the various
components of Jewish America and Global Jewry.

JPPI's sixth Dialogue was led Dr. Shlomo Fischer (Jerusalem) and Dr. John Ruskay
(New York). Rabbi Dr. Dov Maimon, made a significant contribution leading the
meetings in Europe, and Prof. Steven Popper was instrumental in organizing and
conducting the Los Angeles discussion. The four of them are JPPI senior fellows.
Rabbi Dr. Maimon is leading our new project on enhancing Haredi representation
in every facet of Jewish leadership. | want to express my deep appreciation for the
effort invested by them in this delicate endeavor. But, this effort could not have
succeeded without the help of significant leading figures in Jewish life like Malcolm
Hoenlein of the Conference of Presidents, Eric Goldstein of the NY Federation,
Prof. Richard Stone of the Orthodox Union, Ruth Lichtenstein of Hamodia, Dr.
Irving Lebovics on the West Coast, R. Shlomo Werdiger, R. Menachem Lubinsky,
R. Chaim Dovid Zwiebel and R. Avi Shafran of Agudath Israel of America, Prof. Uzi
Rebhunand Yisrael Katzover from Israel, and many others. Many thanks to themall.

Recommendations generated as a result of the 2019 Dialogue focus on a few
main areas:

a.) coordinating a unified effort of the different streams in the field of advocacy
to the benefit of Israel and Jewish communities in need;

b.) better cooperation between different groups in providing education and
social services to the general Jewish Community;

c.) encouraging Frum community elites to take responsibility for the Jewish
future by joining the leadership of major Jewish organizations, as well as
entering the arenas of national politics and public service.

The 2020 Annual Dialogue is dedicated to the impact of anti-Semitism on Jewish
identityin Israel and the Diaspora. We invite and look forward to your participation
in this effort.

Avinoam Bar-Yosef
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THE GROWTH OF THE HAREDI
COMMUNITIES IN THE
DIASPORA: EXPANDING
CIVIC AND POLITICAL
ENGAGEMENT

+ The significantly growing population share of Hasidic and Yeshivish Orthodox
in American Jewry raises the question of the potential of increased Haredi

communal, civic, and political engagement.

« JPPI's sixth-annual Structured Jewish Dialogue examined this issue in a series of

discussion seminars with Haredi and communal leaders.

+ In these discussions most Haredi and general communal leaders endorsed the

goals of building trust and enhancing cooperation between the communities.

In the second half of 2018, the Jewish People Policy Institute (JPPI) initiated its sixth
Structured Dialogue Process, THE GROWTH OF THE HAREDI COMMUNITIES IN THE
DIASPORA: EXPANDING CIVIC AND POLITICAL ENGAGEMENT. JPPI's Dialogues are
designed to provide decision makers in Israel and the Diaspora with a policy tool that
incorporates the various perspectives of world Jewry. All Dialogue reports are submitted
to the government of Israel and Jewish organizations worldwide. Click here to read the
reports on previous Dialogues. This Dialogue, though, differed from its predecessors
insofar as the two sides of the Dialogue were not, as in previous years, Israel and Diaspora
Jewry. Rather the interlocutors of the 2019 Dialogue were the Frum or Haredi community
in the United States and the mainstream, organized Jewish community in the US, whose
members are mostly affiliated with the Reform, Conservative, or Modern Orthodox

streams.

The purpose of the project THE GROWTH OF THE HAREDI COMMUNITIES IN THE
DIASPORA: EXPANDING CIVIC AND POLITICAL ENGAGEMENT was to open a
conversation on the implications of an important demographic shift taking place in
American Jewish life: The increasing share of the Orthodox, especially the Hasidic and

Yeshivish communities, in the North American Jewish population. This project explores
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whether given this demographic trend, greater Haredi participation in American public
life and in general Jewish communal life and organizations, such as the federations,
is desirable or necessary. To this end, JPPI initiated a series of discussions with leaders
of both the Frum and larger Jewish communities and conducted several discussion
seminars with Orthodox and non-Orthodox participants in major North American
Jewish communities. Seminar participants also completed a short survey. The project
examines reasons for greater engagement of the Frum community, and the challenges

that may be encountered..

A note on Terminology:

We found during the course of the project that not all Yeshivish and Hasidic
leaders agree to the nomenclature with which they should be referred.
Furthermore, this issue is a sensitive one because of the connotations that
various names imply. We, therefore, use the terms “Yeshivish and Hasidic
Orthodox,” “Haredi” and “Frum” [pious in Yiddish], interchangeably while

noting the various connotations (positive and negative] each term carries.

8 THE JEWISH PEOPLE POLICY INSTITUTE



THE DEMOGRAPHIC SHIFT

Although American Jewry is often considered in the aggregate, segments of American
Jews who both self-identity and participate in Jewish life tend to divide into two broad

rubrics:

1. “General” Jewish communal organizations, such as the federations, which include
in their leadership and staff some Orthodox Jews and large numbers who identify
with other Jewish denominations or as “just Jewish.” Of course, each of the religious
streams has its own organizations as well, but in general, the non-Orthodox and
the Modern Orthodox are substantially integrated into the general communal

organizations.

2. The Hasidic and Yeshivish Orthodox maintain their own philanthropic, religious,
educational, and communal frameworks and minimally participate in general Jewish

organizations.

In the past, both frameworks depended on a population base to support and staff
its organizational structures and operations. Yet, by the beginning of the 21* century,
the relative weight of the various Jewish Diaspora communities began to change. This
change, largely the result of differing fertility and assimilation rates, entails a reduction
of the population base of the general communal organizations and a strengthening of its

Orthodox counterpart.

Share of Orthodox Jews among the US Jewish Population

40%
30%
20%

10%

0%
2013 2030 2050
(Pew) (projected) (projected)
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According to the 2013 Pew survey of American Jews, nearly 30 percent of Jewish children
are being raised in Orthodox households. If present trends continue, the Orthodox
segment of the American Jewish community will constitute approximately one third of
its total population by mid-century.

This increase can also be observed on the local community level. For example, in the
Metropolitan Detroit Jewish community, the Orthodox make up only 15 percent of the
adult population. However, they constitute 37 percent of the children. Similarly, in the
Baltimore community, in 1999 Orthodox children constituted 26 percent of the total
population of Jewish children, in 2010 they constituted 38 percent. In New York, the
general Jewish population increased by 9 percent between 2002 and 2011. The Orthodox
population, however, increased by 30 percent.

This developing trend of increased Haredi demographic significance is evident in
Orthodox and Haredi birthrates and their age cohort structure. According to the Pew
survey, Orthodox families have an average of 4.1 children while non-Orthodox families
average 1.7. According to the New York study (Steven M. Cohen, Jacob B. Ukeles, Ron
Miller, Jewish Community Study of New York: 2011. New York Jewish Federation, p.
215.), Haredi women aged 33-44 have, on average, over five children per family while
the Modern Orthodox average 2.5 and the non-Orthodox 1.3. The high birthrate is
also reflected in the age structure of the Haredim, especially relative to the larger non-
Orthodox Jewish community. Orthodox Jews are younger than other Jews. 24 percent are
between 18 and 29 years of age while less than 17 percent are in that age cohort among
the non-Orthodox. On the other hand, only 12 percent of Orthodox Jews are over 65,
while 22 percent of the non-Orthodox have reached that milestone.

Not only has the Orthodox community increased numerically, it has also developed
economically and institutionally. Some Orthodox households have achieved prosperity
in the past 75 years, and the Yeshivish and Hasidic communities have built impressive
educational, religious, and social welfare infrastructures. In order to meet its needs,
the Frum community has established connections with political leaders — on the local
and state levels especially, but also on the federal level. In recent years, it has, to some
degree, become part of a politically significant religious coalition with Evangelicals
and conservative Catholics working to protect common interests, such as increasing
government funding for religious/parochial schools and their perception of religious
freedom. Haredi Jews are beginning to enter government service and private sector jobs.
More and more Haredi Jews are able to retain their traditional dress, distinctive signs
of Jewish religiosity, and strict observance of Jewish law while also acquiring business

prominence and political influence.

10 | THE JEWISH PEOPLE POLICY INSTITUTE



Orthodoxy in the United States comprises a few different streams. The major ones are
the Hasidic, the Yeshivish, and the Modern Orthodox. The first two constitute (following
Israeli usage) the Haredi community. The Haredim make up about two thirds of the
Orthodox in the United States.

One central challenge to increased cooperation and integration between the Haredim
and the broader Jewish community is the Haredi way of life which is committed to a
strict interpretation of the Halacha and Jewish religious tradition. In addition to strict
requirements regarding food and kashruth, the Haredi way of life enjoins separation of
the sexes in public events. Haredim are also less likely to be tolerant of, and award equal
rights to, the LGBTQ community (that is, as a community that promotes gay rights. They
are, however, likely to be accepting of individuals.) They are also more reserved regarding
gender equality and the participation of women in religious and leadership roles. All
of these attitudes run counter to the liberal ethos which characterizes the mainstream
Jewish organizations. Issues such as mixed gender seating and women singing can serve
as obstacles between the institutions and organizations of the larger Jewish community
and that of the Haredim.

The difference between Hasidic and Yeshivish Orthodox on the one side, and Modern
Orthodox Jews on the other, goes beyond the level or the particulars of observance
of Jewish religious law. It also seems to refer to the very terms of collective Jewish
membership. This can be approached from the pattern of Orthodox engagement with
the larger Jewish community. Whereas the Modern Orthodox are extensively engaged
with the general Jewish community and its organizations, the Haredim are very much
less so. Thus, according to a 2011 UJA-Federation of New York study, 37 percent of the
Modern Orthodox contribute to the Federation (second only to Conservative Jews)
but only 11 percent of the Haredim, who along with the “Jews of No Religion” are the
least engaged." Furthermore, as mentioned, the Haredi community maintains its own
extensive set of religious, educational and social institutions. These, especially the social
welfare and family service institutions, parallel those of the broader community and the

federations. The Haredim have also developed their own political capabilities. They have

1 Jewish Community Study of New York:2011. P. 29. Data concerning contributions is by self-report.
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independent lines of communication to leading political figures, especially on the local
level, and they conduct effective lobbying on behalf of their own interests. The UJA-
Federation of New York report states that the Haredim have not historically shown “a
commitment to community-wide Jewish philanthropy and collective responsibility.”
Greater integration into the general Jewish community could very well challenge this

established pattern of organizational apartness and parallel institutions.

It is significant in this context that while the Modern Orthodox resemble the Haredim in
many areas — religious observance, social and political views — they are at the opposite
end of the spectrum when it comes to contributions to, and engagement with, the
broader community. This requires some explanation. Umbrella Jewish organizations, such
as federations, undertake many projects and programs. Frum Jews feel that some of these,
such as outreach and services to intermarried couples may be Halachically or religiously
objectionable. Therefore, many Frum Jews prefer not to support or be involved in such
overarching frameworks. Thus, the Frum community tends to create its own education

and social welfare frameworks.

The Modern Orthodox, in contrast, like the Religious Zionists in Israel, tend to identify
with the larger, mainstream Jewish communal frameworks. In the interest of maintaining
solidarity with the larger Jewish community, they tend to “look the other way” in regard
to religiously questionable programs (if they do not have to be personally involved).
The differential relationship to the general Jewish community seems to be influenced
by two factors: strictness of Halachic or religious observance and how each community

conceives of the Jewish or religious collectivity and its membership.

2 Quoted in the Annual Assessment of the Situation and Dynamics of the Jewish People 2016-5776
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“The Enclave”

One of the most common ways of understanding the Haredi community is through the
notion of the “enclave” (Almond, Appleby and Sivan 2002). This approach describes the
Haredi community as being primarily concerned with defending itself against modernity,
which they conceive as eroding religious faith and commitment and Jewish identity and
cohesiveness. Thus, they create a community with high and impenetrable boundaries
(the “enclave”). These boundaries entail unique behaviors, separate schools, special
neighborhoods, distinctive dress, avoiding mass communication and, to a certain extent,
speaking a separate language (Yiddish). They hope they can avoid undue contact and
contagion with modern society and its influences. This stance undoubtedly contributes
to the Haredi disinclination toward participation in mainstream Jewish organizations.
The conflict between Haredi and non-Orthodox norms regarding gender and the mixing
of the sexes is perceived as a barrier to cooperation between the mainstream organized

Jewish community and the Haredim.

Nevertheless, this explanation is not entirely sufficient. Haredim may live in enclaves, but
they are “mediated” enclaves. Haredim do succeed in maintaining significant interaction
with the larger society in regard to issues and resources that are important to them,
while also maintaining the insular character of their society. They maintain effective
communications with political figures in the general society and they maintain a small
presence in AIPAC (despite their overall reluctance to participate in mainstream Jewish
organizations). They have developed various mechanisms for accomplishing this, such
as designating specific individuals as specialized “ambassadors” to sectors of the general
modern society. The fact that they appear not to have done this in regard to many of the
mainstream communal organizations (such as federations) despite the fact that Jewish

solidarity is a traditional Jewish value, indicates that other factors are also at work.

THE JEWISH PEOPLE POLICY INSTITUTE 13



Inclusive and Exclusive Models of Religious
Collectivities

One of the most important pairs of concepts in the sociology of religion, developed by
Max Weber and his associate Ernst Troeltsch, is that of “church” and “sect” These terms,
which came out of the Christian-Protestant tradition, in fact describe two different types
of religious organizations in general. For the purposes of this paper, we can replace these
terms with “inclusive” and “exclusive.” A “church,” an inclusive religious organization,
brings together all the believers in a given locality — saints, sinners, ordinary people,
criminals etc. A “sect,” an exclusive religious organization, is an organization of religious
elites. Its members are only those who completely fulfill the religious ideal. As Max
Weber put it: “The sect .... aims at being an association of persons with full religious

qualification.”

The historical Jewish kehilla, was an inclusive or “church” like organization. It included all
Jews within a given locality, generally by law or decree of the ruler, both the Rabbi and
the local ganeff (213). One’s degree of piousness or religious observance did not matter.
All Jews simply belonged. Haredi society, however, has a tendency to organize itself in
more exclusive frameworks. The typical frameworks of Haredi life — the Hasidic courts
and extra-territorial yeshivot (that is, yeshivot not bound to a specific kehilla but taking
students from everywhere — Volozhin being the first) arose as the kehilla framework
weakened in Europe in the late 18th and 19th Centuries. The Hasidic and Yeshivish
frameworks were, from the very start, voluntary and generally restricted to those willing
to live according to a certain standard and level of religious and Torah accomplishment.
Today, too, Haredim consider as part of their community, those who accept the strict
Haredi interpretation of Jewish religious law, who accept a Haredi worldview and who
accept the authority of the charismatic leaders of the community — the Hasidic Admorim
and Roshei Yeshiva who are considered to be Gedolei Yisroel (“The Great of Israel”) and
who possess Daas Torah.* This last concept refers to the Torah insight that allows the
Gedolim to give authoritative rulings not only on Halacha but also on general matters

pertaining to the community and the individual.

3 Economy and Society, volume 2, Berkeley and Los Angeles 1978, p. 1204.

4 Lawrence Kaplan, “Daas Torah: A Modern Conception of Rabbinic Authority” in Moshe Sokol (ed.),
Rabbinic Authority and Personal Autonomy, Aronson, Northvale N.J. 1992.
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This tendency toward an exclusive, elite® (or “aristocratic™) religious framework means
that the Haredi sense of community and solidarity tends to be narrow and restricted
mainly to the elite Haredi community. According to their understanding, only those
who adhere to the Haredi way of life live a “true” and full Jewish life. While Haredim
recognize non-Haredi Jews as Jews genealogically, and consequently, in their view,
ontologically different from non-Jews, they assert that only Frum Jews, who live the life
that God demands of Jews, live full and adequate Jewish lives. It seems to be, at least
partly a result of this conception that they maintain parallel social welfare, educational
and religious institutions and only minimally support institutions that are Jewish but not
Haredi. Observers note that their political lobbying and fundraising activity is also largely
directed toward their own needs and institutions. Given the scarcity of resources and the
need to prioritize giving, Frum community members feel that “charity ought to begin at
home” and ought to be directed at the community’s own institutions, which are often in

great need.

Inclusive and Exclusive Models in Historical
Perspective

It is very important to note, though, that this exclusive, “sectarian” orientation seems
to be largely the result of sociological and demographic factors and not necessarily
ideological or religious ones. In inter-war Poland, despite the fact that the Haredi
community and its political representative, Agudath Israel, was in conflict with secular
Jewish Zionist or socialist movements and even felt besieged by them,’ it cooperated
with these movements in the struggle against anti-Semitism and in the demand for
internationally recognized minority rights.? Furthermore, it did not abandon the general
Jewish Kehilla. On the contrary it regularly participated in Kehilla elections and it even
claimed that that it should have exclusive control over the Kehilla organizations insofar

as the Kehilla was a religious organization.’

5  This elite orientation expresses itself not only in adhering to exacting standards of behavior but also, to
one degree or another, in renunciation, whether of livelihood or recreational pleasures because of the
religious demands of Torah study and Halachic observance.

6  Max Weber’s term.

It was in regard to this situation that Nathan Birnbaum wrote his famous essay .|"T'™X 2 n172 I'N (“In Exile
among Jews”).

However, there were substantial disagreements concerning tactics.

Gershon Bacon, The Politics of Tradition: Agudath Israel in Poland, 1916-1939, Magnes Press,
Jerusalem:1996.
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This approach stemmed from the self-perception of the Polish Jewish Frum sector that
they still constituted the majority of the Jews of Poland. While secularism certainly made
inroads, the majority of the Jewish population remained traditionally religious. Thus,
the Agudah did not wish to relinquish its hold on the major institutions of Polish Jewry
and saw itself as responsible for the Jewish population in its entirety. In accordance with
this, the strictly Orthodox sector of the Jews of Poland continued to operate, in part,
according to the traditional inclusive model centered around the Kehilla. While the
Hafetz Hayyim, R. Yisroel Meir HaKohen Kagan, who held no official rabbinical position,
was the charismatic leader of Orthodoxy in this period by virtue of his saintliness and
expertise in Halacha, he shared leadership with R. Chaim Ozer Grodzinsky, the Rabbi of
Vilna. The latter enjoyed authority not only because of his immense learning but also

because he held the most important rabbinical position in Europe.™

“Sectarian” Haredism came into its own in the United States and Israel after WWII and
the Holocaust with the destruction of the traditional Kehillot in all of Europe. The Haredi
community in the United States had its beginnings after WWII. Before then, there were
many traditional-Orthodox synagogues that served a largely traditional population, that
is, one that did not strictly keep the Halacha in its Orthodox interpretation. The very
small, strictly Orthodox population was oriented toward integration into American life.
Accordingly, all of its educational institutions had, in addition to Torah studies, significant
secular studies programs. It was expected that boys in advanced rabbinical programs

would also attend college.”

The contemporary Haredi community began in 1943 with the founding of the Beit
Midrash Govoha in Lakewood, N.J. by R. Aharon Kotler.”? Unlike the Yeshivas that existed
until that point, the Lakewood Yeshiva was totally devoted to Torah study and did not
allow participation in a secular studies program. The Haredi community was largely
constituted by Holocaust survivors and refugees, who had either a Hasidic affiliation
(or orientation) or a Yeshivish one (such as the Lithuanian students of the Mir Yeshiva
who fled to Shanghai from Poland in 1940). The exclusive or sectarian orientation was
facilitated by the fact that in the United States all religious organizations were voluntary
and secondly, that the strictly Orthodox constituted a tiny minority of American Jews.

Thus, the Haredi Jews slowly organized themselves into exclusive communities of strictly

10 Lawrence Kaplan, “Daas Torah”".
11 Many attended the night programs of the colleges of the City University of New York.

12 Agudath Israel was started in the United States during the 1930s. it did not however adopt contemporary
Haredi standards of behavior until after the war.
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Orthodox Jews who adhered to the stringent Haredi interpretation of Jewish religious
law. They tended to view themselves as the “remnant” who kept the “authentic” Jewish

tradition and as the fully “authentic” Jewish people.

Inclusive and Exclusive Models in Israel

Similar processes occurred in Israel, perhaps in an even more pronounced fashion. After
WWI, strictly Orthodox Holocaust survivors built the Haredi community upon an initial
foundation laid by the Old Yishuv. Their alienation from Zionism and the exemption from
military service enjoyed by some of them, reinforced their exclusivist tendencies.” This
pattern, which persisted until the 1990s, started to be changed by Shas, the Sephardic
Haredi movement. Shas adopted the inclusive mode of “church.”™ It took under its
wing all the Sephardim whether Orthodox or traditional or criminal or whatever. It also
entered the government, becoming ministers and “taking responsibility for everyone.”
The Shas approach rested on the assumption that the great mass of ordinary Jews in
Israel, and especially the Mizrachim, were basically loyal to the tradition and not anti-
religious in any principled fashion. Thus, R. Ovadia Yosef could afford to be lenient in his
rulings and Shas inclusive in its attitude toward them. Eventually, this approach seems to
have been taken, to a certain degree and without fanfare also by the Ashkenazim. While
Yaakov Litzman is formally the Deputy Minister of Health, he clearly takes responsibility
for the entire health system and even participates in cabinet meetings. It is possible that
here too, Litzman, Agudat Yisrael and Yahadut HaTorah are influenced by the fact that
the Israeli public has become more traditional and right wing (Rosner and Fuchs 2018)
and that a majority of voters for most of the last decade supported parties which enabled
a coalition of right wing, religious and haredi parties to forge the government coalition.”
(That is, until the 2019 elections).

13 Ravitzky, Aviezer. Messianism, Zionism and Jewish Religious Radicalism, Chicago 1996.

14 Shlomo Fischer, “Tnuat Shas”, in Adi Ophir (ed.) Fifty to 48: Critical Moments in the History of Israel,
Jerusalem, 1999.
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Can Today’s Demographic Changes Bring
About a Shift to a More Inclusive Model of
the Jewish Collectivity

Whether the strictly Orthodox adopt an inclusive or exclusive approach to Jewish
collectivity has at least as much to do with demographic and sociological factors as with
religious, theological or ideological ones. In interwar Poland, the Agudah and the strictly
Orthodox felt that they represented the majority of Polish Jews, so they took the stance
of participation in all communal institutions and “taking responsibility” for the entire
Jewish population. Among Shas, too, a similar sentiment, that the majority of Sephardim
are basically loyal to the tradition, has underpinned its inclusive “churchlike” approach.
Today, too, the Frum community cooperates with non-Frum Jews and their organizations

on specific issues of common concern.

Thus, the question arises: Can the recent demographic developments — the increased
population share of the Haredim in US Jewry — start a process of increased Haredi
participation in mainstream communal institutions and of “taking responsibility” for
the entire Jewish population. This Dialogue was a consultative process designed to
obtain initial directions of thought in regard to this possibility. Concretely, the Dialogue
explored how the creation of trust and communication between the two communities —
the Frum and the non-Orthodox - could serve as a basis for increased collaboration and

communication.
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JPPI DIALOGUE PROJECT -
THE GROWTH OF THE
HAREDI COMMUNITIES IN
THE DIASPORA: EXPANDING
CIVIC AND POLITICAL
ENGAGEMENT

Underlying Questions

This project explores the potential - the opportunities and challenges - of change in
the relations of Haredi and non-Haredi elements in the American Jewish community. It
explores possible paths of trust building and enhanced communication between the two
communities. Accordingly, it envisions behavioral change both on the part of Haredim

and members of the mainstream community. As a result, a number of questions arise:

To what extent does this project contradict received attitudes on the part of Haredim
toward the larger society and toward the larger Jewish community? Does the project
involve changing the Haredim? Or does it involve facilitating an evolution that is
consistent with their values and self-understanding, as the earlier reference to the

behavior of Agudath Israel in Poland might indicate?

Do the Haredim have an interest in greater participation in the general mainstream
community? What would be the conditions necessary for such participation (e.g.
recognition of the value of the Haredi lifestyle and Haredi strategy in dealing with
modernity)? Would their participation be increased or hindered by the fact that they
have built up a community of their own (with Haredi welfare and hesed organizations)?
What are the practical difficulties involved in the participation of the Haredim in the

community — issues of trust, communication and the co-existence of different lifestyles?

Does the mainstream organized Jewish community have an interest in more cooperation
and collaboration with the Haredim? What sort of interest? What would be their cost for

greater collaboration and cooperation?
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Another level of questions relates to the structure of the Dialogue project itself.
The project was initially conceived on the macro level — as a strategic initiative inspired
by national demographic trends. At the same time, the actual discussion sessions were
conducted on the local level. While all participants were aware of the national issue,
many of them were understandably concerned with local issues and local relations
between the communities. How should and could one traverse between the two levels
of dialogue? Can one easily turn relations of trust and communication on the local level

into cooperative relations nationally?

The Course of the Project

The project launched with a series of preliminary discussions and individual meetings
with the American Haredi national communal leadership, mainly affiliated with Agudath
Israel of America. These were held in both Jerusalem and New York. Leaders expressed
interest and preliminary support for the project in these encounters. From there, JPPI
held discussion seminars with local Haredi and non-Haredi leaders in seven North
American communities: Toronto, Cleveland, Baltimore, Detroit, New York, Chicago, and
Los Angeles. Local Jewish federations played a significant role in organizing the sessions.
In some communities — Toronto, Cleveland, Baltimore, Detroit and Chicago - the
federations were solely responsible for enlisting participants and organizing the seminars,

in others, such as New York, non-federation leadership also played a role.

The sessions were structured and facilitated by JPPI senior fellows Shlomo Fischer, John
Ruskay, and Steven Popper (in Los Angeles). In the course of the sessions, which took
about two hours, participants filled out a short questionnaire soliciting their evaluation
of relations between the Haredim and the larger Jewish community and assessing their
willingness to take concrete steps and strike compromises to enhance cooperation. Each
session included between 10 and 20 participants; in total, 110 participated. In some of
the sessions Haredi participants clearly outnumbered their non-Haredi counterparts,
and in other sessions the groups were more evenly balanced. It is noteworthy that in a

number of sessions the most senior federation leadership attended.

The Haredi participants were mainly Yeshivish, except in New York where there was also
some Hasidic participation. The Yeshivish participants were generally businessmen and
engaged in various federation activities — many were college educated (in Cleveland and

Baltimore especially).
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Preliminary Findings

The findings and discussion here are based upon three distinct sources of information:
the individual and preliminary conversations held; the dialogue seminars conducted; and

the questionnaire participants completed in the course of the sessions.

The first round of seminars took place in late February and early March 2019 and
involved four communities: Toronto, Cleveland, Baltimore and Detroit. Further seminars

took place in Chicago (in mid-March) New York (May) and Los Angeles (July).

All four communities in the initial round took pride in their extensive cooperation and
collaboration to date (perhaps Toronto less than others). There are multiple factors that
have led to the cooperation in these communities. Certainly a favorable, if not the most
significant, factor is the substantial financial support provide by the Federations for the
haredi schools and yeshivot.

Local factors in each community enhance cooperation. (In Cleveland, Jews of various
stripe live in physical proximity to one another in the Beechwood suburb. This leads to
extensive and ongoing interaction and familiarity. In Baltimore, Herman Neuberger and

the tradition of Yeshivat Ner Israel leaves a legacy of cooperation.)

Nevertheless, as the sessions in each community progressed, participants realized that
their cooperation and collaboration had been less than it could be. This was due to a
number of factors, especially the lack of communication between the Frum and non-
Orthodox communities. To a certain extent this was due to technical factors and living
in different neighborhoods. Yeshivish Orthodox don’t use social media in the same
way that non-Frum Jews do. They pass along information through different channels. A
prevalence of stereotypes results from this lack of communication. There is a mutual lack
of knowledge of the other community. For example, if the Orthodox do not attend a
certain event, it is assumed by the non-Orthodox that they have ignored the underlying
issue, even if they have conducted their own events around same issue. For instance,
the Yeshivish in Toronto did not attend an event held by the Toronto Federation related
to the June 2014 kidnapping of the three Israeli teenagers at the Tzomet Gush Etzion
because the event was held at a large Conservative synagogue. Some Reform and
Conservative Jews assumed that the Yeshivish had ignored or neglected the entire issue.
In fact, the Orthodox, including the Yeshivish, held their own well-attended events in

regard to this, which included reciting Tehillim and other activities.
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In Baltimore, where there is a tradition of cooperation between the Yeshivish community
(centered around the Ner Israel Yeshiva) and the larger community, participants came
to the realization — late in the session - that contact and collaboration between the
communities is restricted to a small circle of community activists from both sides. These
were well represented in the dialogue session itself. However, outside of these circles,
contact, knowledge and cooperation between the communities was minimal. This

sentiment was also expressed in other communities.

In the New York Dialogue session, held in May 2019, several new issues were raised. The
first was that the ultimate goals of the project - the significant involvement of Haredim
in general American public life, public service, and politics — may be antithetical to Haredi
ideals and the Haredi way of life. The Haredi ideal is that one should dedicate one’s life
to serving God through Torah study, observance of the commandments, and prayer.
American Haredim, for the most part, agree that one needs to earn a livelihood, but that
activity always carries a secondary, instrumental character. Successful involvement in
American public life — whether in politics or civil service — in contrast, generally involves

a career orientation.

Secondly, Orthodox (including Modern Orthodox) and non-Orthodox Jews tend to
frame the American Jewish community discourse in different terms. The Orthodox
largely place emphasis on assimilation and the resulting diminution of the non-Orthodox
community. In our individual conversations with Haredi leaders, we learned that they
have a sense of self-confidence. They feel that their model of Jewish life has stood the
test of time and the trials of modernization and secularization; their population is
growing, they are not beset by assimilation, and their institutions are flourishing. Thus,
they desire some recognition from the wider Jewish community. However, some of
the non-Orthodox reject this way of thinking, claiming that the discourse of survival/
assimilation is not at the center of their Jewish lives. Rather, they put the emphasis on
creating meaningful, creative Jewish lives. Thus, a potentially significant cultural chasm
emerged in this session. Yet, it should be borne in mind that both approaches are in fact
responses to the challenge of assimilation. While the Orthodox place emphasis on social

and cultural boundaries, the non-Orthodox emphasize meaning and choice.

In several sessions, the fight against anti-Semitism was mentioned as a subject that could
bring together an effective partnership between Haredi and the larger communities. In
a similar vein, JCCs were also mentioned as a religiously neutral venue and space where
cooperation and collaboration could take place. In New York, healthcare was mentioned

as a common concern that could be conducive to collaborative endeavors.
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In almost all sessions, participants, to one degree or another, expressed a desire to learn
far more about the “other” part of the community — to dispel stereotypes and identify
areas where joint thinking and planning might be productive. These themes were more
pronounced in the discussion in some communities than in others. The Los Angeles
discussion was especially notable insofar as these themes formed the centerpiece of
session, both in the formal and informal sections. The Los Angeles participants also

expressed a serious desire to extend the dialogue process.

Nevertheless, in almost all sessions possible tensions and suspicions were explicitly or
implicitly alluded to. Non-Haredi participants, especially the non-Orthodox discussants,
expressed the fear or the suspicion that cooperation or “integration” with the Haredim
would eventually lead to the imposition of Haredi norms, especially those relating
to gender and mixing of the sexes. Similarly, in the preliminary discussions especially,
federation and mainstream community leaders expressed frustration that they provide
significant funding to Haredi educational institutions, yet do not receive sufficient
recognition of their efforts from the Haredim. Rather, they experience an incessant
demand for more funds. There is also an unspoken issue: the mainstream organizations
are concerned that the Frum community may seek to divert funding and attention
to their own causes and interests, which are perceived by others as exclusionary. This

sentiment on both sides was carried into the meetings.

The Haredim, for their part also expressed concern about what increased collaboration
might entail. They were especially concerned about their children and families being
exposed to non-religious people and lifestyles. They also expressed concern that if they
joined federation fundraising efforts, they might be pressured into funding programs that
they oppose. One Haredi donor in Cleveland said that he does donate to the Federation
but that he is against support for the outreach programs to interfaith families that the

Federation conducts.

Questionnaire Findings

First, we must note that the sample of questionnaire respondents is very small

(110 individuals) and the findings should, therefore, be considered preliminary.

Responses in the aggregate were moderately optimistic about relations between the
Orthodox and non-Orthodox sectors and affirmed a widening cooperation between

them. Thus, almost half of the respondents answered that the relationship between the
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two communities was either “satisfactory” or “acceptable.” Similarly, almost 73 percent of
respondents thought that one of the “most appropriate models of collaboration” should
be Yeshivish and Hasidic Orthodox individuals serving as federation board members.
Again, 70 percent of respondents answered the question, “Should we encourage the
Hasidic and Yeshivish Orthodox to participate in community-wide events attracting
Jews from the whole spectrum of Jewish life and the Jewish community (including non-
Orthodox)?” with “Yes, and it should be carefully planned so that those who prefer mixed

gender seating can do so, and those who prefer separate seating can do so.”

The cooperative attitude also extended into the sensitive area of education. A majority
of Orthodox respondents (58%) answered that Orthodox Jews should participate in the
planning and funding of Reform and Conservative Jewish education. Similarly, 71 percent
of Non-Orthodox respondents stated that Jewish organizations should be supportive of
increased government funding for Jewish day schools, which is mainly a concern of the
Orthodox, especially the Haredim. This support breaks with the long-standing opinion of

liberal Jews who were against any “cracks in the wall” separating church and state.

Beyond the aggregate results of the questionnaire, it is of interest to look at select
communities and how they compare to the responses of the entire group. Two such
communities are Baltimore and New York. Both are outliers, but on opposite sides of the
spectrum. Baltimore is a community in which unusual collaboration obtains between
the (mainly) Yeshivish Orthodox and the general community and which prides itself
on that score. In contrast, the New York respondents expressed the least optimism and
readiness for collaboration. Here again, the small sample size requires that we take these

indications as preliminary.

Close to half of the Baltimore respondents expressed “satisfaction” with current relations
between Yeshivish and Hasidic Orthodox and the general community. Among the entire
group, only a quarter expressed satisfaction. Similarly, over 70 percent of the Baltimore
respondents indicated that one should support the federation, a significantly higher rate

than the group as a whole.

New York gave almost the mirror image. First, the rate of satisfaction with relations
between Haredim and the general community is significantly less in New York than in
the group as a whole. Only a small portion (12 %) of New York respondents said they
were satisfied, while 25 percent of the entire group expressed satisfaction. Conversely,
over half of New York respondents answered that relations should be improved, while 40

percent in the general group thought so. Almost all participants identified combatting
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anti-Semitism as the main arena for possible collaboration among New York respondents
and this received far more votes than any intra-Jewish communal topic, including
“helping Jews in need.” In other words, in New York it was felt that cooperation between
Jews can be achieved if it focuses on the external challenges that face the entire Jewish
community — anti-Semitism and physical security. In the overall group, the same number
of respondents (70%) felt that helping Jews in need alongside combatting anti-Semitism
could be an area of fruitful collaboration. Furthermore, in a sharp departure from the
attitudes of the entire group, half of New York respondents felt that there should be
greater Haredi participation in community-wide events and that Orthodox norms
should be maintained for everybody (in the overall group only 19 percent felt that way).
Fewer Haredi participants in New York than in the overall group felt that Orthodox Jews
should participate in the planning and funding of educational programs for interfaith

couples or LGBT Jews.

Forward Looking Summary

JPPI initiated the Dialogue project between Haredim and the mainstream organized
Jewish community because it wished to explore possible implications of a structural shift
in the relations between the two communities. Understanding the structural change that
could result from the demographic growth of the Haredim can facilitate renewed strategic
thinking around collaboration between the two communities and the difficulties that
such collaboration might entail. It is not clear whether this possible structural change
was in the minds of all discussion seminar participants. For many participants, the local
sessions were about more efficient and better neighborly relations between community
members of different persuasions. The follow up programs should try and increase
awareness of this possible forthcoming structural change and its implications, including

on the local level.

Recommendations

JPPI's preliminary recommendations relate to the next stage of the project: the operational
or intervention stage. The project thus far has entailed a preliminary exploration of a
complex issue that will continue to unfold. Areas that appear to be appropriate for

further exploration include but ar not limited to:
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Community Relations and Israel Advocacy

The areas of community relations and Israel advocacy appear be amenable to substantial
increases in Haredi participation. Efforts should be undertaken to assess and determine
if such recruitment might be welcome; how they can be most effectively designed and

implemented.

Community Services and Jewish Education

Participants in various sessions indicated that there might be overlap and redundancy
due to the existence of family and community services in both Haredi and general Jewish
communities. Where appropriate, local communities should set up task forces composed
of federation and Haredi community activists and volunteers to examine where family
services and other community programs can be pooled and where redundancy can be

reduced.

Public Service, Professional Development

National Jewish organizations and philanthropic agencies and individuals should
examine ways that gifted Haredi individuals can enter public service positions in both
domestic and foreign policy areas. These could include special professional development

and mentoring programs

All further exploration of intervention steps must include constant consultation

and dialogue with the relevant Orthodox and Haredi leaders.
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RESPONSES

TO THE QUESTIONNAIRE

1. How would you characterize current relationships between the
Yeshivish and Hasidic Orthodox community and the wider Jewish
community in your area?

50%
45%
40%
35%
30%
25%
20%
15%
10%

5%

0%

Excellent Satisfactory Acceptable Insufficient but Should be improved
no need to be
improved

2. In which areas do you believe there could be increased collaboration
between the communities? (multiple answers allowed)

70%

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

0%

Helpingthose  Providing  Strengthening Strengthening Strengthening ~ Combatting ~ Other areas,

in need support for Jewish education connections Jewish communities anti-Semitism ~ please specify
day school with Israel  throughout the
education world
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What, from your perspective, could be the most appropriate
models of collaboration? (multiple answers allowed)

80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%
0% ]
Ad hoc Taskforce for Yeshivish and Yeshivish Yeshivish Otbher, please
coalitions shared interests  Hasidic Orthodox and Hasidic and Hasidic specify
around issuesof ~ (such as anti- serving as Orthodox Orthodox
shared interest Semitism, members of serving as serving as board
advocacy, public  specific steering federation members of the
funding) committees board members national Jewish
within existing organizations
institutions

What do you see as obstacles to increased collaboration? (multiple
answers allowed)

90%

80%

70%

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10% I

0% -

Ideological Lack of interest in Opposition Leadership Inertia Otbher, please
differences increasing contact/ to supporting specify

socializing between programs/institutions
the communities  advancing ideologies
with which | differ
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5 How should I and others prioritize philanthropic activity? (multiple
answers allowed)

70%

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

0%

In giving to a federation, | primarily give to Hasidic and Yeshivish Non-Orthodox
| support organizations organizations that Orthodox should also give  should provide direct
that serve the broadest  reflect my own values, to a federation and the support for Orthodox
range of the Jewish religious preferences, wider community if they institutions if they
community and Jewish and community. seek to influence them. seek to influence the
people. Orthodox community.

6 Should we encourage the Hasidic and Yeshivish Orthodox to
participate in community- wide events attracting Jews from the
whole spectrum of Jewish life and the Jewish community (including
non-Orthodox)?

80%

70%

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

0%

No, they should hold Yes, and if they Yes, and it should be Yes, and the Orthodox
their own parallel participate, Orthodox  carefully planned so those  should accede to the
events. norms should be who prefer mixed gender  norms of the majority
maintained for seating can do so; and (mixed seating, music
everyone (separate those who prefer separate  and women singing if
seating, no mixed seating can do so. appropriate).

dancing, etc.).
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7 Ifyou self-identify as Orthodox, please answer the following two
questions:
a. Do you think that Orthodox Jews, within the framework of
cooperation and collaboration with the non-Orthodox, should
participate in the planning and funding of Reform and Conservative
Jewish education alongside Orthodox Jewish education?

60%

50%
40%
30%
20%
10%
0%
No. | don't agree with Reform and Conservative Yes, Orthodox education benefits from
Jewish education. cooperation with Reform and Conservative

funders, and Reform and Conservative Jewish
education contributes to Jewish continuity.

b. Do you think that Orthodox Jews, in the framework of
collaboration and cooperation with non-Orthodox Jews, should
participate in the planning and funding of the following programs?
(multiple answers allowed)

90%

80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

Programs that Educational Jewish summer  Educational programs Jewish
would strengthen trips to Israel camps for interfaith couples educational
teaching of Hebrew who seek programs for
language to participate in LGBTs

Jewish life
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8 Ifyou self-identify as Reform, Conservative, Reconstructionist or
other, please answer the following question:
While few Jewish or Catholic leaders want government to teach
core religious principles, there is a growing recognition that state
governments increasingly provide funding for all schools (including
Jewish day schools) in such areas as special education, food services,
text books and more. Do you believe that federations and other
Jewish organizations should now be supportive of increased
government funding for Jewish day schools in secular subjects
(such as math, reading, science)?

80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

Yes. Jewish organizations should be supportive No. Jewish organizations should not be
of increased government funding for Jewish supportive of increased government funding for
day schools. Jewish day schools.
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RESPONSES OF
PARTICIPANTS WHO
IDENTIFIED AS ORTHODOX

1. How would you characterize current relationships between the
Yeshivish and Hasidic Orthodox community and the wider Jewish
community in your area?

50%
45%
40%
35%
30%
25%
20%
15%
10%
: B
0% I
Excellent Satisfactory Acceptable Insufficient but Should be improved
no need to be
improved

2. In which areas do you believe there could be increased collaboration
between the communities? (multiple answers allowed)

80%

70%

60%
50
40%
30
20%
w 1
0%

Helping those ~ Providing  Strengthening Strengthening Strengthening ~ Combatting ~ Other areas,

X

X

X

in need support for Jewish education connections Jewish communities anti-Semitism  please specify
day school with Israel  throughout the
education world
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What, from your perspective, could be the most appropriate
models of collaboration? (multiple answers allowed)

80%

70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%
a5 |
Ad hoc Taskforce for Yeshivish and Yeshivish Yeshivish Otbher, please
coalitions shared interests  Hasidic Orthodox and Hasidic and Hasidic specify
around issuesof ~ (such as anti- serving as Orthodox Orthodox
shared interest Semitism, members of serving as serving as board
advocacy, public  specific steering federation members of the
funding) committees board members national Jewish
within existing organizations
institutions

What do you see as obstacles to increased collaboration? (multiple
answers allowed)

90%

80%

70%

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10% I

0% (—

Ideological Lack of interest in Opposition Leadership Inertia Otbher, please
differences increasing contact/ to supporting specify

socializing between programs/institutions
the communities  advancing ideologies
with which | differ
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5 How should I and others prioritize philanthropic activity? (multiple
answers allowed)

80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%
0%
In giving to a federation, | primarily give to Hasidic and Yeshivish Non-Orthodox
| support organizations organizations that Orthodox should also give  should provide direct
that serve the broadest  reflect my own values, to a federation and the support for Orthodox
range of the Jewish religious preferences, wider community if they institutions if they
community and Jewish and community. seek to influence them. seek to influence the
people. Orthodox community.

6 Should we encourage the Hasidic and Yeshivish Orthodox to
participate in community- wide events attracting Jews from the
whole spectrum of Jewish life and the Jewish community (including
non-Orthodox)?

80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%
o R —

No, they should hold Yes, and if they Yes, and it should be Yes, and the Orthodox

their own parallel participate, Orthodox  carefully planned so those  should accede to the

events. norms should be who prefer mixed gender  norms of the majority

maintained for seating can do so; and (mixed seating, music

everyone (separate those who prefer separate  and women singing if

seating, no mixed seating can do so. appropriate).

dancing, etc.).
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7

If you self-identify as Orthodox, please answer the following two
questions:

a. Do you think that Orthodox Jews, within the framework of
cooperation and collaboration with the non-Orthodox, should
participate in the planning and funding of Reform and Conservative
Jewish education alongside Orthodox Jewish education?

60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

No. | don't agree with Reform and Conservative Yes, Orthodox education benefits from
Jewish education. cooperation with Reform and Conservative
funders, and Reform and Conservative Jewish
education contributes to Jewish continuity.

b. Do you think that Orthodox Jews, in the framework of
collaboration and cooperation with non-Orthodox Jews, should
participate in the planning and funding of the following programs?
(multiple answers allowed)

90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10% I
0%
Programs that Educational Jewish summer  Educational programs Jewish
would strengthen trips to Israel camps for interfaith couples educational
teaching of Hebrew who seek programs for
language to participate in LGBTs
Jewish life
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10

Caring and putting forth effort . 16

Inspiring programming

(If you self-identify as Orthodox) What do you think you might
learn from Non-Orthodox (Reform and Conservative) Jews?

That there’s a Jewish spark pulling
everyone to some sort of belonging and
religion based community

How they incorporate Jewish life with

American life 7

what ideas, attitudes and convictions

Greater tolerance. Greater
understanding of other views without
necessarily agreeing with those views

we have in common 18

same

not sure

generate innovation in communal

To think big about building institutions
and being organized and professional in
running a nonprofit. Thinking big and
putting into place proper professionals
enables us to raise a lot of money. This
is something that does not exist as well
in the Orthodox world.

philanthropic activities
19

The concern for the greater Jewish
population

Organizational skills in charitable causes

There are always things we can learn
from others who are not exactly the
same as we are. As long as we share a
similar value system. Leadership skills,
how they handle certain situations,
fundraising etc.

“Bisimess ideas” 20

10

we need to engage in open and

respectful conversations with each

other to learn in as much depth as we

can about other points of view - this

is key to achieving unity and strength 21
within the Jewish people

11

I'm curious to learn of their religious
convictions and their desire to

help maintain a strong and vibrant
community based on appreciating
traditional Jewish values

Their perspectives and interests in
Judaism, Israel, our federation and our
collective future

i think we can learn to benefit from the
federation giving model and large based 22
support and funding

12

everyone has talent and wisdom to
contribute in benefiting the jewish
community at large.

13

We can always learn from each other
and from out commitment to iour

| believe there is value in hearing
alternate perspectives within Judaism,
and understanding more deeply what
they as individuals and as communities
find meaningful. | also believe there is
what to be learned from the ceremonial
aspects of their liturgical services and
the significance there offered through
that intentional design.

community 2

14

Love and caring for fellow Jews

15

36

Happily Supporting your institutions
and providing compensatory salary to
your teachers and rabbis.

How to see the Jewish world as part of a
. : . 24
bigger picture. Enhanced collaboration.
As a group we are stronger than
individuals.
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25  "Where they find value and spiritual 32 Fundraising, organizational structures,
fulfillment with their Judaism? programming, volunteering

26 How to engage with the greater world. 33 Why s there fear of the orthodox

community

27  That there’s more than one acceptable
approach to Judaism 34  Organization

28  How to be more open; the challenges 35  What we have in common and build
they face and how Orthodox can help those bridges
them address those challenges without
putting our expectations on them 36 Participation in community

29  An understanqing of thei!' prior'ities. 37 Ithink that many of the larger more
What emphasis Ili pgalced injew 'Shl q organized non orthodox groups could
continuity, Jewish education, israel an teach professionalism and organization
dialogue. to the orthodox community.

30  "-greater community collaboration 38  Commitment to Leadership

31 - how to work together more effectively 39 Strategies for collaboration, as well as
with members of differing or opposing models for leadership.
denominations. “

ity relati L 40  Approach to be more accepting of

30 Community relations. Organization others and unique challenges that face
management. Consensus building. them
Nonobservant do have compassion for
fellow Jews. . . . o

41 Their passion for Jewish continuity
31 Diversity broader community thinking
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RESPONSES OF PARTICIPANTS
WHO IDENTIFIED AS NON -
ORTHODOX

1. How would you characterize current relationships between the
Yeshivish and Hasidic Orthodox community and the wider Jewish
community in your area?

60%
50%
45%
40%
35%
30%
25%

20%
15%
10%
5%
0% - = -

Excellent Satisfactory Acceptable Insufficient but Should be improved
no need to be
improved

2. In which areas do you believe there could be increased collaboration
between the communities? (multiple answers allowed)

80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
0%
Helping those ~ Providing  Strengthening Strengthening Strengthening ~ Combatting ~ Other areas,
in need support for Jewish education connections Jewish communities anti-Semitism  please specify
day school with Israel  throughout the
education world
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What, from your perspective, could be the most appropriate
models of collaboration? (multiple answers allowed)

80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%
0% I
Ad hoc Taskforce for Yeshivish and Yeshivish Yeshivish Otbher, please
coalitions shared interests  Hasidic Orthodox and Hasidic and Hasidic specify
around issuesof ~ (such asanti- serving as Orthodox Orthodox
shared interest Semitism, members of serving as serving as board
advocacy, public  specific steering federation members of the
funding) committees board members national Jewish
within existing organizations
institutions

What do you see as obstacles to increased collaboration? (multiple
answers allowed)

90%

80%

70%

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10% I

0% —

Ideological Lack of interest in Opposition Leadership Inertia Otbher, please
differences increasing contact/ to supporting specify

socializing between programs/institutions
the communities  advancing ideologies
with which | differ
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5 How should I and others prioritize philanthropic activity? (multiple

answers allowed)
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%
0%
In giving to a federation, | primarily give to Hasidic and Yeshivish Non-Orthodox
| support organizations organizations that Orthodox should also give  should provide direct
that serve the broadest  reflect my own values, to a federation and the support for Orthodox
range of the Jewish religious preferences, wider community if they institutions if they
community and Jewish and community. seek to influence them. seek to influence the
people. Orthodox community.

6 Should we encourage the Hasidic and Yeshivish Orthodox to
participate in community- wide events attracting Jews from the
whole spectrum of Jewish life and the Jewish community
(including non-Orthodox)?

100%
80%
60%
40%
20%
0% — I —

No, they should hold Yes, and if they Yes, and it should be Yes, and the Orthodox

their own parallel participate, Orthodox  carefully planned so those ~ should accede to the

events. norms should be who prefer mixed gender ~ norms of the majority

maintained for seating can do so; and (mixed seating, music

everyone (separate those who prefer separate  and women singing if

seating, no mixed seating can do so. appropriate).

dancing, etc.).
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8 Ifyou self-identify as Reform, Conservative, Reconstructionist or
other, please answer the following question:
While few Jewish or Catholic leaders want government to teach
core religious principles, there is a growing recognition that state
governments increasingly provide funding for all schools (including
Jewish day schools) in such areas as special education, food services,
text books and more. Do you believe that federations and other
Jewish organizations should now be supportive of increased
government funding for Jewish day schools in secular subjects
(such as math, reading, science)?

80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

Yes. Jewish organizations should be supportive No. Jewish organizations should not be
of increased government funding for Jewish supportive of increased government funding for
day schools. Jewish day schools.

9 Everyone can learn from someone else.
(If you self-identify as Reform, Conservative, Reconstructionist or
other) What do you think you might learn from Orthodox Jews?

1 What are areas of common interests 4 Textual study; common thoughts inner
that cross different denominations israel and the sustainability of the
Jewish people.
2 Specifics about deeper Jewish
observance ; prayer; strict devotion to 5 Jewish literacy
ritual observance
6 modern orthodox who grew up in a
3 Concerns that prevent greater secular home. lots to learn.

community involvement

THE JEWISH PEOPLE POLICY INSTITUTE 41



7 Strong community values 23 Understanding of how daily religious
g y g y relig
practices influence contemporary living
8 Alot.
24 Understand their practices
9 Incredible networks of care for those
in need would love to learn more and 25 Different perspective and worldview
collaborate! than my own
10 Religious pride, more aggressive 26 The beauty of our traditions
support/promotion of progressive
values. 27 Perspective and their JEWISH lens
1 Gm.ilut Chgssadim, the: importance of 28 Conservative
having Jewish grandchildren, outreach
and how to attract adherents .
29 Tradition
12 another way of thinking about judaism L
30 More about the religion itself
13 dedication to serious jewish education .
continuity and generational 31 | think we can learn about how to keep
involvement our community engaged and different
educational topics.
14 new learnin
& 32 We might learn more about them in
hei ¢ iev. th terms of how they are similar to us and
15 their sense of community. the not just different.
orthodox admirably take care of one
another in times of crisis. also, aspects . ) )
of jewish education 33 Traditional Jewish values and rituals
that were eroded or faded for the sake
. . of assimilation but should not be lost
16 Their tzeddakah practices or forgotten.
17 Nothing special, but they are Jews, and 34 Jewish law
we should all learn from each othrr
o . . 35 Engagement
18 Traditions expressions and practices 528
of Jewish life. More similarities Han o
differences a d reasons 36 Core values. Their views
19 | have a lot to learn and would like to 37 Oppprtunity to learn more about
understand their perspective on the Judaism, but not demanding we accept
future of the Jewish people their construct at face value
20 Values, ethics and the benefits of a 38 The meaning and relevance they find
Torah life v in Jewish practice and observance
and how we can learn from that to
‘ h improve our lives and have a happier
21 How we can wor together to community.
strengthen the Jewish People
. . . 39 Prioritizing religion as the core of Jewish
22 This question requires a much larger identity grelg J
space for discussing this topic. We
have much to learn from each other .
if carefully constructed open non 40 They seem excel at broad community
judgmental dialogue can take place. engagement and support.
Resources can be allowcated for cross
denominational conversations.
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