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likely to marry non-Jews, and intermarried Jews are
more likely than in-married Jews to call themselves
“secular” According to the American Religious
Identification Survey (ARIS) 2008, which examined
secularism in the United States, percentages of
AmericanJewswhoidentifyas“secular,unaffiliated,”
or “cultural Jews who identify by ethnicity alone”
rose from 20 percent in 1990 to 37 percent in 2008.
“| attribute the shift to a combination of disaffection
from Judaism and intermarriage,” commented key
investigator, Dr. BarrryKosmin. (Barry A. Kosmin
and Ariela Keysar, American Religious Identification
Survey (ARIS), 2008 (Hartford, CT.: Trinity College,
2008). Indeed, in the NJPS 2000-01 and in earlier
ARIS studies it was already apparent that children
raised in intermarried households were far less
likely to be “raised as Jews," far less likely to receive
Jewish education, and much more likely than
those raised in inmarried households to identify
reached adulthood.
Both the likelihood of creating an intermarried
household and the likelihood of identifying as
secular increase when intermarriage becomes the
family tradition (NJPS Report 2000-01: Variations
in Intermarriage, Intermarriage and Current Jewish

as “secular” when they

Connections (NJPS United Jewish Communities/
Jewish Federations of North America). As we have
noted, around three quarters of Jews with only one
Jewish parent marry a non-Jew. About one-third of
American Jewish intermarried families nationally
say they are “raising child/ren as Jews” Among
those intermarried couples not raising children
as Jews many report that the household has no
religious affiliation. Almost 60 percent with only
one Jewish parent who were “raised as Jews" are
intermarried, and about 86 percent of those with
only one Jewish parent who were “not raised as

Jews"are intermarried
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