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Foreword

The Jewish People Policy Institute (JPPI), whose
board of directors | am privileged to chair, was
created in 2002 with a unique mission, which no
other organization in the world performs: to serve
as a think tank for the Jewish people worldwide,
looking at strategic challenges facing all major
Diaspora Jewish communities and the State of
Israel, and proposing recommendations to policy
makers to meet those challenges.

JPPI performs this critical and unique task with
a group of distinguished scholars and fellows in
Jerusalem who bring world-class expertise to the
examination of both internal challenges facing
the Jewish people - like demographic trends,
Jewish and Israeli cohesion, intermarriage, and the
multiple facets of Diaspora-Israel relations, and
external threats, from Iran’s nuclear ambitions
to the arms buildup by Hamas and Hezbollah,
and the Israeli-Palestinian peace process. JPPI
produces papers, books, and notes on these and
other topics, sponsors seminars and conferences,
and brings together leaders of major Jewish
organizations, and leading Jewish figures from the
four corners of the world in an annual conference
in Jerusalem.

In October 2010, JPPI's annual conference brought
120 Jewish leaders, thinkers, and decision makers,
with a stronger representation than ever before
from Latin America and Europe, as well as North
America. We organized into several working
groups, on crucial subjects like the effort to de-
legitimize Israel as a nation state for the Jewish
people; the growing challenge of different standards
for conversion to Judaism; Israel’s security threats
and the peace process; Diaspora-Israel relations;
and the special challenges of European Jewry.
The importance with which Israeli leaders hold
our conference was demonstrated by the fact
that some half dozen senior ministers of the
government spent hours with us in these working
groups. We were addressed in plenary sessions by
the President, Prime Minister, Defense Minister,
leader of the opposition; and the Chairman of the
Jewish Agency.

With all of these activities, perhaps the single most
important contribution JPPI provides to the Jewish
worldis ourannual assessment. Like its predecessors,
the 2010 JPPI Annual Assessment provides an
invaluable snapshot of the major developments
and policy directions in the Jewish world, along with
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significant global developments and challenges in
the broader world in the future. These include geo-
political developments; global economic changes
and their implications for the Jewish people and the
State of Israel; the importance of the rise of Asia; and
the triangular relationship between Washington,
Jerusalem, and the American Jewish community.
The 2010 Assessment also presents a fascinating
set of indicators that tell us who we are and where
we are headed globally. These indicators also tell us
about Jewish day school participation, per capita
GDP, out-marriage rates, Aliyah, and numbers of
Jews by country visiting Israel.

I would like to highlight a few of the particularly
interesting areas and policy recommendations
covered by the 2010 JPPI Annual Assessment.

« The upheaval in the Arab world is reviewed
with a fresh and objective perspective on its
impact on Israel.

« There is an important action-oriented
recommendation to further strengthen Israel’s
relationship with the US, its most important
ally, at a time of economic stress in America:
a “Buy American” campaign in Israel to buy
U.S. products, such as automobiles for Israeli
government fleets, and other American
products and services.

+  The Assessment analyzes a series of troubling
illiberal religious and political initiatives in
Israel, including loyalty oaths for non-Jews,
which could affect Israel’s image in the world,
and among Diaspora Jews.

+ lsrael's remarkable economic progress as a
global leader in high tech and other start-up
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companieswas highlighted by Israel’sadmission
in 2010 to the Paris-based Organization of
Economic Cooperation and Development
(OECD), the organization of leading industrial
democracies. Yet, the Annual Assessment
points to a troubling decline by Israeli
students in international tests, at a time when
educational attainment is the most important
ingredient nations need to compete and
succeed in the global marketplace.

US. support for Israel has always been
bipartisan. But the JPPI Annual Assessment
warns that while there is continued support
among American Republicans, enthusiasm by
some Democrats is waning.

JPPI in 2010 stresses the importance of Jewish
organizations and supporters of Israel focusing
on college campuses in the U.S. and Europe, in
which Israel is increasingly cast in a negative
light by its opponents. This is from where
our leaders for the future will be coming, but
they, Jewish and non-Jewish alike, are often
not armed with facts to counter false attacks
against Israel, part of the effort to de-legitimize
Israel as a Jewish state.

Looking forward, Steven Popper, one of JPPI’s
bevy of expert scholars, describes a novel and
important project he has embarked upon, to
provide a multi-year examination, of the health
of the Jewish world from multiple perspectives:
Its hard and soft power; the perpetuation of
Jewish culture; the traditional Jewish concept of
betterment of the world, Tikkun Olam; Jewish
religion and practice; Israel as a Jewish nation



state; and strengthening Jewish communities
around the globe. Professor Popper’s project
furthers JPPI's unique contribution to the
Jewish people.

Everyone connected to the production of the 2010
JPPI Annual Assessment is to be congratulated
for their contribution to this important volume.
Special thanks go to Dr. Shlomo Fischer, the Project
Director, for this Assessment, and to Avinoam Bar-
Yosef, the president of JPPI, who injects a sense of
purpose and direction to the Institute, and with
whom | am proud to serve.

Ambassador Stuart E. Eizenstat
Chairman of the Board and Professional Council
Jewish People Policy Institute
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In2010theJewish peoplestarted to face challenges
which seem to be qualitatively different than
those with which it has been confronted hitherto.
Among the developments which represent these
challenges we find the following: the breakdown
of direct talks between Israelis and Palestinians
and attempts to introduce a solution imposed
from outside; a de-legitimization campaign
directed against Israel which involves numerous
geographical locations and arenas; popular
uprisings involving government and regime
change in the Middle East; a perception of the
decline of American economicand political power
and the economic and political rise of China,
India and other emerging powers such as Brazil
and Turkey; possible changes in the attachment
to Israel among young Jews in the Diaspora.

The following section on Policy Directions and
Strategic Agenda briefly describes these and other
developments and where appropriate, suggests
policy directions.

Major Developments'
and Policy Directions

A. The Geopolitical Plane

1. The Arab Israel Conflict

a. Breakdown of direct talks between Israel and
Palestinian Authority in September 2010.

b. Palestinian appeal to the international
community to recognize Palestinian state
within borders of June 4, 1967. This course
of action represents a Palestinian move
away from bi-lateral negotiations conducted
between Israel and the Palestinians in favor of

a solution imposed from outside.

Publication by Al Jazeera of papers concerning

the Israeli-Palestinian  negotiations  of
2006-2007 demonstrates the seriousness
Olmert

administration. Publication was conceived

of negotiations during the
as an attempt to damage, by the Palestinian
Mahmud Abbas and the
Palestinian Authority. The papers also show
that despite the progress that was made in

opposition,

the negotiations, disparities still remained
between the two sides.
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2. The Campaign to de-legitimize Israel

The Gaza Flotillaincident along with the Goldstone
Report gives new impetus to de-legitimization
campaign against Israel. This campaign goes way
beyond the immediate parameters of the conflict
between Israel and the Palestinians. It involves
numerous geographical locations and many arenas,
including legal and economic attacks (Boycott,
Disinvestment, Sanctions). Potentially, it could
develop into a serious strategic threat for Israel.

Policy Directions

The de-legitimization phenomenon, which aims
to challenge/subvert the Jewish people's right to
sovereignty in the Middle East, is damaging not
only to Israel but also to Jewish identification,
the support of friends of the Jewish people, and
the Israel-Diaspora relationship. Israel and the
Jewish people should develop a comprehensive
strategy vis-a-vis this phenomenon, as well as
establish networks and collaborations among
the plethora of bodies involved in this area.
The Israeli government should re-examine
its policies in order to locate elements which
facilitate the de-legitimization of Israel, and
consider revising such elements.

Better use should be made of actively Israel-
attached young adults (the "New Zionists")
who have knowledge and experience in
global civil society, in combating Israel’s de-
legitimization. Younger elements especially
should be encouraged to take a larger role in
combating de-legitimization because of their
expertise in social media.

10 | THE JEWISH PEOPLE POLICY INSTITUTE

3. The Middle Eastern Regional Complex

a. Popular uprisings in Tunisia, Egypt and Libya.
In Egypt the military takes over and confirms
adherence to all international treaties and
obligations, including Peace Agreement with
Israel. Arab youth demonstrates commitment
to democratic values and ability to utilize
information technology and social media. These
new developments challenge the stability of
Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Algeria, Yemen and Syria,
and perhaps encourage the opposition in Iran.

b. These developments signify the potential for
significant change in the region. "There [is] ...
a pervasive sense that a shared system of poor
governance by one party, one family or one
clique of military officers backed by brutal secret
police was collapsing.” Israel could benefit
from the democratization of Arab countries in
the long run; however, in the short term, the
expression of popular sentiment could lead to
the crystallization of negative policies towards
Israel, especially if it leads to the adoption of an
Islamist direction by Arab regimes.

Policy Directions

Following the civilian uprising in Egypt
and the ongoing upheavals in other Arab
countries. Israel and the Jewish people
must prepare for a new Middle-Eastern
reality, which embodies both threats and
opportunities. The considerations made
heretofore regarding various strategic issues
must be re-examined and updated in light
of the changing reality: the relationship with



Egypt, the connection with the US, the peace
process, Hamas, Turkey, and more.

c. lIran continues to make progress towards
acquiring nuclear weapons despite the stuxnet
worm and attacks on major nuclear scientists.
Planned US withdrawal in Iraq leaves Iran with
enhanced power in the Persian Gulf while
asserting its influence in Lebanon and other
parts of the region.

d. Turkey emerges as a regional influential power.
It adopts a new Islamic and Middle Eastern
orientation which entails increased coldness
and even hostility toward Israel.

4. The Global Arena

a. Continued perceived erosion of American power
and international standing. The US emerges
slowly from Great Recession but still with high
unemployment and record budget deficit.

b. Rise of China and new Chinese assertiveness
in economic, foreign policy and military
arenas. India also enjoys growing political
and economic clout in the regional and
international arenas. China and India have
increased their presence and importance in
the Middle East. Increased economic and
political importance of other emerging market
states — Brazil, Turkey, Indonesia etc.

Policy Directions

Israel and the Jewish people should reach
out to Asia, focusing on cultural policies
and information exchanges, science and
technologypolicies,JudaismandIsrael studies

in Asia, Asian studies in Israel and more.
Israel and world Jewry can and should find
ways to help Asia's rising powers to address
their most urgent challenges, including, in
particular, energy security, fighting poverty
and rural development.

Israel and the the Jewish people should
monitor closely such countries as Brazil,
Turkey and Indonesia which are gaining
economic and political importance. The Jewish
people (including the State of Israel) should
devote resources to empowering the Jewish
communities of these countries to become
bridges to the surrounding societies and
governments and centers of local influence.

c. Beginnings of cultural backlash against multi-
culturalismin Europe. Electoral success of right-
wing parties in various European countries.
Sovereign debt crisis in the Eurozone. Rise of
economic nationalism alongside attempts to
strengthen the Eurozone and its unity.

5. Political Developments:
Washington - Jerusalem — American
Jewish Community Triangle

Despite efforts by both Washington and
Jerusalem to reach an understanding in light of
the mid-term congressional elections and the
problems of the coalition inIsrael, the challenges
facing the triangular relationship remain. The
American response to the upheaval in Egypt,
symbolized by the "cold shoulder" shown to
Mubarak, has been a matter of concern to
other allies in the Middle East. Yet the new
situation may also empower new reformists
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and progressive regimes and reinforce mutual
interests between Israel and the United States
which may draw them closer. As such, it is a
primary interest of Israel and the Jewish people
globally that the status of the US as the leading
superpower doesn't erode.

Past experience shows that cultural values,
democracy, and common interests of Israel
and the United States eventually overcome
controversies and even severe crises. The most
recent events require intensifying efforts to
achieve strategic cooperation and coordination
between the United States, Israel, and the Jewish
community.

Policy Directions

« Thechallenges facinglsrael in light of regional
changes require its leadership to make a
decision as to its direction, to confront the
challenge of preserving its Jewish character,
take theinitiative in areas that require urgent
intervention, and be alert to other arenas in
order to adapt policy accordingly.

« Every possible effort should be made to
prevent the Middle East conflict from
becoming a point of contention between
the Republican and Democratic parties in
the United States, and to remove Israel and
the Jewish community from the American,
internal political debate.

« The concern of a possible erosion in US
international status on one hand, and the
general support that Israel and the Jewish
people enjoy in North American public

THE JEWISH PEOPLE POLICY INSTITUTE

opinion on the other hand, require a
continuous effort to reinforce the strength
and economic power of the US. Israel and the
North American Jewish community should
make every effort to strengthen their ally.

Israel should be conscious of American
global interests without diminishing its
own critical security requirements on one
hand, and on the other, it should consider a
“Buy American” campaign that encourages,
for example, purchasing American cars by
Israelis and for the fleets of the State of Israel
and the IDF and promoting the import and
use of US goods and services.

With former President Katsav's conviction,
indictments of other leaders and measures taken
against other senior figures, Israel may be parting
ways with the attempt to grant legitimacy to
the improper conduct of public figures. This
is the beginning of a welcome process that
may eventually improve trust of the young
Jewish generation globaly and contribute to
strengthening the ties between Israel and the
Diaspora. This process should be encouraged.

The de-legitimization phenomenon aiming
to subvert the right of the Jewish people to
sovereignty in the Middle East harms not
only Israel but also Jewish affiliation, support
of friends of the Jewish people, and lIsrael-
Diaspora relations. This phenomenon requires
a comprehensive evaluation and treatment in
various arenas to minimize damage.

Despite the erosion of the standing of new
Jewish organizations that attempted to establish



a lobby in opposition to the Jewish American
establishment and Israel, there is a continuing
trend among the young, American generation
to organize independently to promote agendas,
unrelated to the establishment or Israel. Against
this background, Jewish organizations must
make a special effort to open their ranks to the
youngand encourage themtoassumekeyroles
in the community. Israel, for its part, must use
its resources to increase its investment in the
future of the young generation, in education
and in expanding the frameworks shared by
Israel and the Diaspora.

New initiatives in Israel relating to
religion and politics

1. New conversion law sponsored by
Yisrael Beiteinu threatened to place all
conversion under the sole control of the
Chief Rabbinate. The threat of severe
opposition and alienation by American
Jewry caused Prime Minister Netanyahu
to shelve the law.

2. Rabbi Ovadiah Yosef confirmed the
validity of IDF conversions, then
retreated somewhat in the face of
severe Ashkenazic Haredi opposition.
Yisrael Beiteinu sponsors law recognizing
IDF conversions. Shas and Yahadut
HaTorah oppose the law.

3. MKK. Rabbi Chaim Amsalem split
from the Shas party. Amsalem's move
could represent the first step in the
growth and consolidation of a
[Sephardic] Haredi inclusive-pragmatic

approach to Halacha and Jewish
tradition.

4, The arrest of a leading member
of Women of the Wall also caused
severe criticism by many American
Jews.

b. Emergence of illiberal religious and political

initiatives in Israel such as the proposal of
parliamentary investigation of human rights
groups; the initiative regarding loyalty oaths for
non-Jews who apply for citizenship; rabbinic
prohibition on renting apartments to Arabs and
the expulsion of the children of foreign workers;
immunity from prosecution according to the
Law against Incitement to rabbis claiming to rely
on the halacha. Some American Jewish liberals
claim that these developments are making Israel
into an anti-democratic obscurantist religious
ethno-state which is harder to identify with or
defend. Support for such initiatives seems to
come,atleastin part,from widespread insecurity
regarding Israel's identity as a Jewish State due
to de-legitimization and post-Zionism.

The recent wave of corruption scandals
damages Israel's image among non-Jews and
Jews alike. At the same time, Israel's ability
to deal with these scandals judicially and
administratively potentially strengthens its
image as a society which strongly adheres to
the rule of law.

THE JEWISH PEOPLE POLICY INSTITUTE
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Policy Directions

Israeli policy makers and legislators should
take into consideration the effect of illiberal
legislation, which casts Israel in undemocratic
light, upon the image of Israel in the eyes of
Diaspora Jews and Israel supporters abroad. They
should also realize that such steps add fuel to the
de-legitimatization campaign.

The Israeli government should consider
canceling its decision to expel 400 children
of foreign workers who were born and are
educated in Israel.

Israel should strengthen internally its self-identity
as both a Jewish and democratic state. In its
expanded civics program for students it should
stress that national identity and being a nation-
state does not contradict democratic and liberal
values but rather fulfills them.

B. The Jewish People Plane

1. The Economic dimension of Jewish life:
Diaspora Communities and Israel

a. American and European economies still
adversely affected by the financial crisis. Both in
need of structural and regulatory reform; both
experience a real decline in the value of their
currency. As a result of these developments,
America might be poorer vis-a-vis other
countries.

b. Israel emerged relatively unscathed with very
high growth (7.8 % annual growth rate in the
fourth quarter)and record low unemployment.

14 | THE JEWISH PEOPLE POLICY INSTITUTE

Substantial natural gas reserves discovered off
the coast of Haifa, auguringimportant revenue
stream with potential long-term energy,
economic, financial, ecological and geo-
political Implications, though fully developing
these reserves is several years off. Recognition
of Israel's economic achievements by accession
to the OECD.

c. Despite these strengths, Israeli ability for
effective collective government action is
impaired as can be seen by poor educational
performancebylsraelistudentsoninternational
tests, prolonged strikes by public servants and
the Carmel fire.

d. American Jewish philanthropy still adversely
affected by the financial crisis (and Madoff
fraud repercussions). At the same time funding
needs within the American Jewish community
increased (especially for Jewish education).
American Jewish support for Israeli non-profit
("third") sector drops off.

Policy Directions

Israel, both the Israeli government and
private individuals, needs to contribute
more financially, and in certain areas replace
Diasporafunds, inregard to projects designed
to enhance the well-being and strength of the
Jewish people such as Birthright, and Jewish
education.

Israel should consider which steps are
necessary to restructure its institutions
of governance to better strengthen the
capacity to undertake effective collective



action, to translate national priorities
into action and to undertake complex
public sector challenges that cut across
ministerial portfolios. It needs to establish
a systematic strategic perspective to guide
both short- and long-term domestic policy
actions.

Jewish Identity and Israel Attachment
Among Younger Jews

a. Forasignigicant segment of young Jews, Israel
is not the single most important pillar of their
Jewish lives. Fewer young Jews are willing to
identify Israel as occupying the most central
place in their Jewish landscape.

b. For many younger American Jews the concept
of ethnic peoplehood, the world divided
into "us” and "them,” is not salient. Younger
Jewish leaders are interested in Judaism as a
way of providing meaningfulness in life. They
respond to Jewish culture and Jewish activities,
but not to the idea that there are distinct
differences between Jews and non-Jews. They
are unresponsive to activities to "protect” Jews
since they don't feel vulnerable, discriminated
against or different.

c.  Criticism - even severe - of Israel is increasingly
acceptable,andamode of "critical attachment”
to Israel has developed among young people.
We also note a rise in the realm of discourse of
Diasporism and post-Zionism. On the political
plane new groups are challenging the general
consensus. For limited segments of young
Jews it may be increasingly acceptable to view

Israel and Zionism as an irrelevant or even
negative factor in regard to what is important
and valuable in Jewish life.

Policy Directions

Travel to Israel programs such as Masa and
Birthright should be amplified for young
Jews living in the diaspora. Travel to Israel
programs should be organized around a
variety of perspectives and orientations, and
not reflect just one approach.

Israel travel programs oughtto be extended to
European Jewish youth. Programs deepening
attachment to Israel should be set up for
European Jewish youth and children visiting
Israel with their parents.

Within the framework of Israel education for
young Jews, one should amplify cultural and
social factors including language, literature,
food, film, friends, touring Israel and the
like.

In contrast to this, educators should exercise
caution in dealing with policy issues and
when discussing Israel’s vulnerability, topics
which are controversial among young Jews.

Jewish mainstream spokespersons should
avoid labeling Jewish critics of Israel as "self-
hating Jews" in order not to alienate them
from the larger Jewish community.

Hasbara for young Jews in the Diaspora
should be the same as that which is targeted
to the general public. Israel and the Jewish
leadership should not create special hasbara
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programs for young Jews which are based
upon the assumption that their Jewish
identity makes them automatically pro-
Israel. Wherever possible, in hasbara aimed
at the general public, non-Jewish, pro-Israel
groups should play a leading role, in hasbara
aimed at the general pulic.

The Jewish organizations are committed to
a special effort to open their ranks to young
people and to encourage them to assume key
roles in the life of the community. The state of
Israel, on its part, must utilize its resources in
order to enhance the investment in the future
of the younger generations, in education and
extending joint frameworks shared by Israel
and the Diaspora.

It is crucial to listen and respond honestly
to young people who ask critical questions
about Israel’s and its policies. Such questions
should be answered with reliable information
and balanced judgments.

Severely critical points of view should be
allowed to be heard in Jewish frameworks
such as Hillel chapters and other Jewish
organizations, together with other opinions
which are more positive to Israel and Israeli
policies. Disenfranchising such severely
critical voices will only increase their
alienation.

At the same time, advocates of the
destruction of Israel and those who wish to
use BDS against the very existence of Israel
as a Jewish state should be singled out.
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Endnotes

1. The geopolitical Plane section and the section

on the economic dimension of Jewish life reflect
developments over the past year. The section on
Jewish identity and Israel attachment reflects trends
over a longer period of a number of years. The
developments in that section reflect the special
chapter on de-legitimization and Israel attachment
among younger Jews.

> "Unrest Spreads Some Violently in Middle East",

New York Times, Feb. 17, 2011, http://www.nytimes.
com/2011/02/17/world/middleeast/17protest.
html?pagewanted=18&_r=1&hp



Selected Indicators
on World Jewry — 2010

Projected Most Most Most
1970 2010° . 2008¢ 2008¢
2020 recenta recenta recenta
World 12,633,000 | 13,428,300 | 13,827,000 86,008-268 13,681
Israel 2,582,000 | 5,413,800 | 6.453,000' 28,474 27 97 5 100 =
47,440 —
North America | 5,686,000 | 5,652,300" | 5,581,000 2,281
39,098
United States | 5,400,000 | 5,275,000 | 5,200,0008 47,440 13 25" 54 >35 2,019
Canada 286,000 375.000 381,000 39.098 4 55 35 >65 262
Latin America 514,000 387,300 364,000 955
Argentina 282,000 182,300 162,000’ 14.408 49 50-55 45 >50 188
Brazil 90.000 95,600 90,000’ 10.466 75 71 45 >50 208
Mexico 35,000 39.400 42,000 14,534 53 85 10 >70 83
Other 107,000 70.000 70.000' 18,977-1.317 75 15-95 >50 476
Europe non-FSU | 1,331,000 | 1,144,500 | 1,070,000 | 82,441-6,897 2,598
France 530,000 483,500 482,000 34,205 8 40 40-45 >70 1.562
United Kingdom | 390,000 292,000 278,000’ 36,358 21 60 40-45 >75 505
Germany 30,000 119,000 108,000 35,539 22 20 >60 >50 86
Hungary 70,000 48,600 34,000 19533 43 <15 60 54
Other EU/ 171,000 148,900 134,000 [82,441-22,097 10-25 33-75 >50 262
Other non-EU* 140,000 52,500 34,000 53,738-6,897 5-20 50-80 227
ESUI 2,151,000 330,000 173.000 [ 20,561-2.023 5603
Russia 808,000 205,000 130,000 15,948 71 <15 80 2,600
Ukraine 777,000 71,500 25,000 7,342 85 <15 80 - 1,310
Rest FSU Europe' | 312,000 34,900 15,000° | 20,561-2,984 <15 65-75 . 590
FSU Asia 254,000 18,600 3,000 11,434-2984 15 50-75 1.103
Asia (rest)™ 104.000 19.200 21,000 34,116-930 134
Africa 195,000 76.200 60,000 20.829-268 1.892
South Africa 118,000 70,800 57,000 10,136 129 85 20 >75 257
QOceania 70.000 115,000 105,000 | 36,918-2,108 119
Australia 65,000 107,500 97.000' 36,918 2 65 22 >65 109

* UN HDI Report 2009 | a Source: Division of Jewish Demography and Statistics, The. Harman Institute of Contemporary Jewry, Hebrew University of Jerusalem.
| b Source: S. DellaPergola, World Jewish Population, 2010. Berman Institute — North American Jewish Data Bank, 2010-Number 2. | ¢ Source: adapted from
DellaPergola, Rebhun, Tolts (2000), medium variant. | d Source: IMF 2008 data. | e Source: Israel Central Bureau of Statistics (2008). | f Including country not
specified. | g After downward reduction following NJPS 2001. | h Based on adjusted response from NJPS 2001. |i Revised population projections for 2020.| j Without
Baltic states, Romania, Bulgaria. | k Including Turkey, Romania, Bulgaria. | | With Baltic states. | m Without Israel, FSU and Turkey. | n Includes Bahamas, Puerto Rico,
Virgin Islands | o Includes all who, when asked, identify themselves as Jews or who are identified as Jews by a respondent in the same | household, and do not have
another monotheistic religion.Also includes persons of Jewish parentage who claim no current religious | or ethnic identity.
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PART 1

A System of Indicators
for Measuring the Well-Being
of the Jewish People






1. Introduction

The first JPPI Annual Assessment was prepared in
2004. That first effort was a comprehensive, multi-
faceted benchmarkfor thestate of the Jewish people
at the beginning of the 21st century. It also posed
one over-riding question: Are the Jewish people as
awhole, and in their various communities, thriving
or in decline?

JPPI also took up as its main task the application
of analysis to the critical future-shaping decisions
the Jewish people face. The goal is to improve
the means available to Jewish people institutions
to make better decisions. Clearly, these two main
thrusts are related. Without measurement and
benchmarks how is it possible to be effective in
assessing priorities and framing policies? Without
adesire to affect both the state of the Jewish people

A System of Indicators
for Measuring the Well-Being
of the Jewish People

and the environment within which they exist, what
is the purpose of measurement?

As we near the end of the decade in which JPPI was
established, it seems appropriate to ask what has
changed. What state do the Jewish people find
themselves in today?

The following five graphs show trend lines for
several different measures of interest for the Jewish
people. In each case, at least two measures have
been grouped into one graph. The time scales differ
between the graphs because for slow-changing
trends it is useful to see if the trends during that
decade followed those of the prior periods. The
discussion of the graphs will be found after their
presentation.
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Figure 1.1. Balance of Security in Israel: Deaths from Terror
and Numbers of Missiles Held by Hezbollah, 1999-2010
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Figure 1.2. Size of Jewish Population in Israel, the US and the Rest of the Diaspora
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Figure 1.3.

in Jewish Day Schools and Rates of In-Marriage

Jewish Identity in the United States: Numbers of Full-Time Students

1965
230,000

1975

1985

1990

1995

2000

~*

225,000

220,000

-~

—&—Full-time Students in US Day Schools /

215,000
210,000
205,000
200,000
195,000
190,000
185,000

180,000

\—FUSJeWish In-marriage Rates /

100%

90%

80%

70%

r 60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

0%

1999 2000

2001

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

(Source: JPPI| Data: Schick, Marvin (2009). “A Census of Jewish Day Schoolsin the United States, 2008-2009".
Avi Chai Foundation, October; "Kotler-Berkowitz, Laurence et al. (2003) National Jewish Population
Survey, 2000-1".

Figure 1.4: Sources of Soft Power: Cumulative Total of Jewish Nobel Prize Winners and the

Jewish Population Share in the Total Population of the US, FSU, France, UK, and Canada.
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Figure 1.5 Israel’s Economy: US Patents Granted to Israeli Principal Inventors
and Israel’s Labor Productivity Compared to OECD Average, by Year
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These data suggest there are multiple trends, not
strictly comparable, that paint a mixed picture
of Jewish people’s progress. According to some
measures, the trends appear to be moving in a
positive direction. At the same time, different
measures that also appear to have relevance show
a trend of decline.

The data also exhibit an “apples and oranges”
problem. The different measures shown in each
interest area are of dissimilar types and have no
easy common denominator. Yet, none can be
dismissed as unimportant. Each has been looked
to as a trend of significance or has been used as
evidence supporting a rhetorical point concerning
Jewish people interests. But are they all equally
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relevant in providing indicators of Jewish people
well-being?

Clearly, measuring the progress of the Jewish
people in a meaningful way requires more than
just casually collecting trend statistics. Measuring
a trend that is moving in a presumably positive — or
negative — direction may not be sufficient. To take
a deliberately dramatic example, Israel’s stunning
victory in the 1967 Six Day War was momentous, but
despite clearly relieving the quite real fear of Israel’'s
imminent annihilation, it created a situation that
has resisted a comprehensive peace. Meanwhile,
the crisis of the 1973 war created the basis for the
greatest measure of security Israel has ever known,
the peace with Egypt and eventually Jordan.



Meaningful indicators for the Jewish people should
bederived systematically. They must cover the wide
swathes of geopolitics, economics, demography,
culture, society, education, and religious life to
name a few. Further, any system of indicators
needs to address the bottom-line question of what
goals should any Jewish people initiatives, plans,
and actions seek to achieve. The answers are far
from clear and could in themselves cause discord.

These issues are profound and the stakes could not
be higher. For these reasons, JPPI's newest project is
devoted solely to developing meaningful indicators
for the well-being of the Jewish people. The following
section will more fully introduce this project whose
scope clearly takes it beyond the means of any single
institution of the Jewish people to carry forward. JPPI
must rely upon the research being done by others.
Yet, the JPPI project will in turn provide leverage
for those efforts by bringing their outputs together
in one venue. The goal is to attain greater insight
through their intelligent juxtaposition and produce
a synthesis that will prove meaningful in helping
understand and meet the challenges that face the
Jewish people in the years to come.

Indicators of Jewish People Well-Being

The JPPI indicators project seeks to enhance
understanding of where, when, how, and to what
effect policy may affect Jewish people concerns.
Measurement of important indicators could:

« Provide more effective early warning on
emerging issues. Even if apparent to some,
issues could gain wider consideration and
be evaluated more effectively within a larger
framework.

« Make it easier to assess whether the Jewish
people or individual communities are thriving
or declining.

« Inform strategic decisions and the framing of
Jewish people-oriented policies, and

« Allow us to measure the performance of
initiatives and actions to understand what
is working and when modification might be
required.

The project is not a substitute for rigorous
research; it is its complement. A “dashboard” of
well-chosen indicators would provide lay and
community leaders with gauges for assessing the
state of being of the Jewish people in its various
communities. The fruits of research would provide
the inputs and the dashboard would add value by
drawing the best insight we have into one place to
be more easily accessed by a wider public. The full
panel of dashboard gauges would provide more
insight than any one indicator viewed in isolation.
Juxtaposition can also point to what we do not
yet know (or perhaps previously never asked) but
whose importance may be made clearer.

No matter the vision, the challenges are great.
This is true even in businesses whose bottom-line
goals are few, whose interactions are governed
by bodies of law, regulation, and practice, and
whose organization is determined by long-shared
experience, legal practice, and industry norms. To
do so for the Jewish people with more than 3,000
years of history, experience, custom and practice
- and who continue to interact with surrounding
cultures - presents a daunting task indeed.
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Thenextsectiondiscusseshow)PPlintendstoapproach
this task, and then is followed by an introduction to
the types of data inputs that will be considered.

2. A Framework of Indicators for
Jewish People Policy

A useful system of indicators would address issues
of recurring importance to Jewish communities and
also provide insight into events that occur during the
year. There are technical concerns, but first come
more general questions: How do we identify what
indicators would be truly
Fundemental useful?
Jewish values
are expressed
as recurring

What does any
individual indicator mean
for the entire fabric of Jewish
people concerns? Choosing

activities or solely based on data
historical availability is expedient but
"projects” might cause fundamental

issues to be untended.

Indicators should be selected systematically. The
initial strategy for doing so is to apply a version of the
Balanced Scorecard now used in many businesses.*
This is designed to provide an integrated view across
many aspects of a complex organization’s interests
and actions. It could be modified into a dashboard
for the Jewish people as well. We will outline below
the directions JPPI will explore.

2.1 What do Jews care about?

Strategy consists of choosing actions that will move
us closer to achieving goals we consider desirable.
If we are to measure and assess trends to aid Jewish
people decision making, what purposes do we seek
to advance?
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Few human groups who consider themselves a
unity match the Jewish people for diversity. The
touchy issue of core Jewish values can spark more
heat than light. One way to remove the need for
codifying a core set of Jewish goals is to instead
observe what it is that Jews, as individuals and
communities, do. Fundamental Jewish values
are expressed as recurring activities or historical
“projects”.  Similar to the economic concept
of revealed preference, Jews reveal through
their allocation of effort what matters to them.
Thinking in terms of the Jewish agenda places the
focus on these projects rather than the values
that may impel them.

All who identify themselves as part of the Jewish
people are likely involved in at least one of these
projects. The five major projects to be discussed
below also have an integrated quality. Success
in any one of these projects is at worst neutral
with respect to progress in the others. Most Jews
will, in fact, see a positive interaction: while as
individuals they may not be equally attached to
each project, they are glad that others are pushing
them forward.

A Balanced Scorecard highlights more dimensions
for assessment than the traditional bottom-line
approach. It achieves coherence because the
common denominator is the progress of a specific
enterprise. So, too, the Jewish enterprise of 3,000
years consists of several projects. What would be
the balanced scorecard equivalent for getting a
sense of how the Jewish enterprise is faring?

The following areas of long-standing Jewish interest
are the projects for this enterprise:



Sustain and Develop Judaism

This project is based on the religious-value
component of Jewish peoplehood. It is directed
toward building and living within communities
that are predicated upon interpretations of Torah—
and actively exploring what it means to do so while
also members of the surrounding mass society and
in the face of external pressure for change.

Israel as a Thriving Jewish Nation-State

The Jewish national project seeks a modern,
democratic, Jewish nation-state in the historical
land of Israel that is accepted by the community
of nations and regarded by them as being equal in
sovereignty, legitimacy and respect.

Figure 2.1. Balanced Scorecard of

Create Culture Emanating from Jewish
Roots

This project seeks to perpetuate the cultures of
the Jews and build upon their accomplishments in
generating wisdom, aesthetics, and contributions
to ethical progress.

Bettering the World
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health and employing that knowledge to combat
disease is, in this sense, a project emerging from
Jewish roots.

Ensure Secure, Thriving, and Connected
Communities

This project involves security, socioeconomic
conditions, collective action toward Jewish ends,
and the thriving of identity. This project seeks to
maintain the spirit of both formal and informal
communityamong people who identify themselves
as part of the Jewish people and encompasses
the collective structures and actions of those
communities.

Figure 2.1 places these five Jewish people projects
in a Balanced Scorecard format. For each the key
questions are what indicators are relevant, how can
we measure them practically, what analyses will
they support, and what initiatives would further
them.

2.2 Main drivers of Jewish well-being

An over-riding issue for devising indicators and
measures is to determine what we truly need
to measure. If we measure, analyze, and derive
policy implications from individual dimensions
such as demography, economics, culture and
geopolitics, considering each in isolation, this will
lead to biased inferences and possibly counter-
productive policy recommendations. We need a
framework providing an overarching structure to
our inquiries.

A dashboard should arise from consideration of
Jewish people goals (the projects above) and those
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driversthataffect Jewsand theirinterests. Two earlier
JPPI projects identified several such key drivers.’
From these and other works, we identified a list of
drivers that would seem of greatest importance for
their effect on Jewish people issues:

«  The demography of Jewish communities and
the Jewish people in the world;

« Formation and strengthening of individual
Jewish identity;

« Relations between Israel and Diaspora
communities;

«  Theeconomics of the Jewish people and Jewish
communities;

« Jewish creativity and culture;

+ Leadership in Jewish communities and their
institutions;

+  Geopolitics; and

«  Sources and balances of hard and soft power

The indicators in the five graphs in the previous
section each relate to at least one of these
drivers. But it is also clear that while drivers they
may be, they are also are complex composites of
forces, trends, outputs, outcomes, implications,
and potential venues for action. Moving toward
measurement and analysis means achieving
clarity on the distinctions within these prismatic
dimensions. "Increased Jewish identity” may not in
itself be a clear goal or a good in itself — its value
lies principally as a driver towards something else
- e.g. increased Jewish engagement, or increased
Torah study or enhanced Jewish family life.
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2.3 Systematic Framework for Jewish
People Indicators

We now place together the two principal elements
we have discussed, goals and drivers. Table 1 is
an initial design of the structure within which we
will situate the indicators to be included in the
dashboard. The columns correspond to the main
drivers/dimensions that affect the fortunes of the
Jewish people. The rows lay out the major projects
of the Jewish people. Each cell of this matrix
therefore allows us to determine what relationship
between forces and outcomes may exist and what
measures would serve as indicators to understand

the nature and meaning of trends.

Clearly, any framework will be an over-
simplification.  The interconnections between
the elements are many and profound. But we can
begin with the intersections that would seem to
matter most. Table 1 shows such a first cut, based
on a review of previous literature. Color coding
shows those relationships at the core of the Jewish
enterprise and, in a lighter shade, those that while
perhaps not core still have major influence over
events and outcomes. We have also noted that
for some dimensions it is meaningful to construct
indicators of change on a yearly basis. For others,
in the absence of major surprises, it is more
appropriate to look across several years before

observing detectable change.

TheJPPlindicators project will develop measures
as part of a dashboard that will illuminate the
trends among the important drivers and the
intersection of these trends with the specific
projects of the Jewish people. We will root these
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indicatorsin theissues of greatest interest to Jews
in communities around the world. For example,
Table 1 shows where core relationships exist
between demography and three Jewish people
projects. Each such intersection might yield one
or more indicators for a dashboard of indicators
constructed along Balance Scorecard principles.
Table 2 shows some candidate indicators for
inclusion into a Jewish people dashboard.

JPPI's indicator project will follow the program
we have outlined in this article to engage in the
construction of such a dashboard. As a first step,
we present below some early explorations into
available data and their types by examining several
issues that most of the Jewish people would find
important.

3. First Steps toward Measurement

This section illustrates the four different types of
data that would be necessary to draw upon in
constructing the indicators for a Jewish people
dashboard. The first involves the direct use of
quantitative data. The second explores the use of
existing data series to construct indirect indicators
that may provide a perspective on issues of
interest. The third examines using survey data
to understand attitudes toward Israel and Jewish
identity in three diaspora Jewish communities.
The last uses qualitative descriptors within a
systematic framework to tally changes in the
geopolitical environment. The examplesillustrate
the strengths and limitations of the various kinds
of data.



Table 2. Examples of Indicators Based on Demography for Potential Use

in Jewish People Balanced Scorecard “Dashboard”

How do issues related to daily life and
security affect decisions on emigration
from Israel?

PROJECT ISSUE INDICATOR
Wh h ds within JP faith
_ aF are t ¢ tre.n s Wit Ir? JPfaic Size and rates of growth of different

Judaism groupings, including unaffiliated and ) s .

Jewish people faith communities
secular?
Si d rates of th of Jewish
How may demography affect the ze andrates o_ growth o !e_WIS
) and non-Jewish communities
Jewish character of Israel? o
within Israel
Israel

Relative rates of Jewish immigration
to and emigration from Is