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“ Analyst says interest in Epstein files plummeted after war on Iran launched”
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“The attack and its timing are all about domestic politics... with very little strategic

rationale behind it."

“ Al Jazeera spoke to Shaiel Ben-Ephraim, an analyst with Atlas Global Strategies and a former
Israeli diplomat, about the motives for the attack on Iran.

He said the attack and its timing are all about domestic politics in both the US and Israel, with
“very little strategic rationale behind it".

“The current approval numbers for Trump are the worst they've ever been, some of the worst
this early in a term | can remember. And there's signs that the economy is going to get worse, so
he really needs a distraction from that in the form of a war,” he said.



https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2026/2/26/epstein-and-the-politics-of-distraction
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“And if you look at searches on Google for the Epstein files, they've plummeted since this
started. So, at least temporarily, it's succeeding. It's taking up Congress'’ time and it's taking up
the media’s time,” he added.”
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Iran’s legal case for striking the Gulf collapses under scrutiny:

“The Gulf states have spent years trying to broker peace between Iran and the West: Qatar
brokered nuclear talks, Oman provided back-channel diplomacy, and Saudi Arabia maintained
direct dialogue with Iran through 2024 and into 2025. Iran attacked them anyway. The idea that
the Gulf states have a responsibility, a moral one, to protect Iran from the consequences of its
actions because of good neighbourliness is now grotesque in context.”
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“This is the collective punishment of sovereign nations that went to extraordinary lengths to
avoid the conflict.”
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